Smicha-)'no

Honorable Rabbi Aminadav,

OFTEN PEOPLE CALL SOMEONE A TZADDIK SIMPLY BECAUSE HE IS AN
EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD PERSON. THEN THERE ARE TIMES THEY COME ACROSS A
SPIRITUAL SUPERHERO, SOMEONE MORE LIKE AN ANGEL THAN A HUMAN
BEING, AND THEY SAY, “NOW THAT’S A TZADDIK!”

YET THE MOST SPECIAL THING ABOUT A TZADDIK IS THAT HE REALLY IS THE
MOST HUMAN OF HUMAN BEINGS.

TZADDIK 7% IS A FORM OF THE HEBREW VERB p73 [TZDK], WHICH CARRIES THE
MEANING OF DOING WHAT IS CORRECT AND JUST. WEIGHTS THAT ARE
CALIBRATED CORRECTLY ARE CALLED MOZNEI TZEDEK. THE JUDGE IS URGED,
“TZEDEK, TZEDEK YOU SHALL PURSUE!” MEANING: THAT WHICH WAS WRONGED
SHOULD BE RIGHTED, THAT WHICH WAS STOLEN SHOULD BE RETURNED TO ITS
OWNER, THE INNOCENT SHOULD NOT SUFFER, AND THOSE WHO HAVE CAUSED
HARM SHALL BE CORRECTED SO THAT THEY WILL RETURN TO DOING GOOD.
TZEDEK IS MAKING EVERYTHING THE WAY IT SHOULD BE.

SO TOO, THE PERSONALITY OF THE TZADDIK IS CALIBRATED TO THE
MANUFACTURER’S ORIGINAL SPECIFICATIONS, SO THAT EVERYTHING ABOUT
HIM IS JUST AS HIS CREATOR MEANT IT SHOULD BE, AND ALL HE DESIRES IS
WHAT HIS CREATOR DESIRES. A TZADDIK IS ONE WHO EMBODIES THE
CREATOR’S PRIMAL CONCEPTION OF THE HUMAN BEING.

THE TZADDIK IS A HUMAN BEING LIKE ALL OF US BECAUSE ESSENTIALLY ALL
OF US ARE DIVINE WHICH MEANS THAT THE TZADDIK IS A HUMAN BEING LIKE
ALL OF US, THE TZADDIK FEELS PAIN AND PLEASURE. HE GRINS, HE SMILES, HE
CRIES AND HE LAUGHS. HE SUFFERS BITTERNESS OF THE SPIRIT, AND HE
DANCES WITH JOY. AT TIMES HIS HEART PALPITATES WITH LOVE, AND AT
OTHERS HIS VEINS BURN WITH OUTRAGE. HE IS FRUSTRATED BY FAILURE,
EXHILARATED BY SUCCESS; HE REVELS IN THE CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE, AND
MOURNS WHEN THOSE HE LOVES DEPART FROM IT. BECAUSE ALL THESE THINGS
ARE INCLUDED IN THE CHARACTER OF THE HUMAN BEING AS G-D MADE HIM,
AND SO THEY TOO ARE DIVINE.

LIKE ALL OF US, THE TZADDIK MUST EAT AND SLEEP. HE MUST TAKE TIME FOR
LEISURE, AND HE ENJOYS THE COMPANY OF OTHERS. BUT HE DOES ALL THESE
THINGS IN A HIGHER WAY, A DIVINE WAY BECAUSE, TO THE TZADDIK, THERE IS
NOTHING THAT “JUST IS.” EVERYTHING IS WITH PURPOSE; IN ALL THINGS HE



SEES MEANING. TO THE TZADDIK, EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS IS A MEANS OF
CONNECTING TO AN INFINITE G-D.

THIS, THEN, IS A TZADDIK: ONE IN WHOM WE SEE OUR TRUE SELVES, WHO
ALLOWS US TO REALIZE THAT EACH ONE OF US IS ESSENTIALLY DIVINE. AND
SO, JUST BY BEING THERE, BUT ESPECIALLY BY OUR BONDING WITH HIM, HE
CONNECTS US TO THE G-D WHO BREATHES WITHIN EACH ONE OF US.

RABBI Aminadav you represent a true Tzaddik and the true meaning of Jew, may
you be blessed with many years of good Health and to continue the work of
Hashem. I will be my greatest honor to bestow upon the words that belonged to
you a long time ago.
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